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SYNOPSIS 


ACT I 


Scene 1. In the woods of Avan Macha on a night of violent storm, Conochar and 
Fergus discover Cathva and his druid priests engaged in ritual propitiation of the gods. 
Conochar believes their object is to thwart his desire to wed Deirdre. He denounces and 
handles them poue hy. Cathva in reply pronounces a curse on Conochar and forbids the 
wedding. Conochar laughs and swears he will wed Deirdre before the moon has waned, 


Scene 2. At the house on Fuah where Conochar keeps Deirdre jealously secluded and 
arded, her nurse, Levercham, and her women anxiously await Deirdre’s return. Night is 
alling and the girl has been away in the woods all day. When she comes back she admits 
that she has been with Naisi and that they are lovers. Levercham, alarmed, reminds her 
that Conochar has decreed death for any man found in those woods. But in her ecstasy of 
love Deirdre pays no heed. 


Scene 8. Near dawn, Naisi’s brothers, Ardan and Ainnle surprise him as once more he 
leaves their camp near the woods of Fuah. ‘They know he is going again to Deirdre and 
that if caught the penalty for him is death. They try to stop him. He draws his sword on 
them, declares his love for Deirdre and goes on, swearing he will wed Deirdre before the 
moon has waned, in spite of Conochar. 


ACT II 


Scene 1. Naisi is with Deirdre in the woods at sundown. She is sure they are watched 
and that Conochar is coming to take her down to Avan Macha to be his queen. Naisi treats 
it lightly but, as he leaves her, promises to come back before dawn with his brothers to take 
her away to safety in Alba. Conochar arrives. He bids Deirdre be ready to go with him in 
the morning. She refuses and declares she will go with none but Naisi. Conochar threatens 
death to Naisi, sends Deirdre under guard to the house. 


Scene 2. Deirdre anxiously waits in the house for Naisi, near dawn. During the night 
Levercham has found friends of Naisi among the guards. They allow Deirdre to run to Naisi 
who is waiting with horses. The escape is discovered. Conochar rages. In a great com- 
motion the hue-and-cry is raised. Conochar swears there will be no rest in Ullah till Deirdre 
is brought back and Naisi and his brothers are hanged in punishment. 


ACT Ill 


Scene 1. Seven years have passed. Conochar broods, alone. Fergus comes to him. A 
spy has found Deirdre and Naisi in Alba. He says that in spite of Deirdre, Naisi will bring 
her back if Fergus is sent with a pardon and the word of welcome. Conochar will send 
Bera Gloatingly he orders a great feast for the wedding with Deirdre of which he now 
eels certain. 


Scene 2. Fergus comes to Alba. Naisi and his clan are uproarious with joy at the prospect 
of going home after exile. Deirdre warns them of Conochar’s treachery. But in vain. In spite 
of her pleading the boats are loaded. 


Scene 3. In the woods at Avan Macha, at night and at the place where Conochar and 
Fergus had come upon Cathva and his priests propitiating the gods, Levercham and_ her 
women await the return of the exiles. Conochar comes and sets an ambush with hired 
fighters of strange clans. They are to intercept Naisi and his brothers and hold them while 
Deirdre is sent on to the house with Fergus. He counts on Naisi fighting and being slain. 


Scene 4. Deirdre comes in with Naisi and his brothers and Fergus. They are halted 

the hired fighters but angrily refuse to let Deirdre go on alone. Nor will Deirdss go. Fer a 
hurries to the house, incredulous that Conochar can have sanctioned such a betrayal but 
threatening a great revenge if he has. But Naisi and clan Usnagh have already drawn their 
swords and the fight is on. They are outnumbered greatly and slain. Deirdre is alone. 
Conochar, richly arrayed, comes to claim her as his bride and queen. She kills herself, He 
is stricken with grief. As Levercham and her women raise the keen, Fergus burns down the 
Red Branch House, the druid pe again chant an incantation and Cathva declaims the 
judgment of the gods on the defier Conochar. 
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DEIRDRE 


Conductor ETTORE MAZZOLENI 
Director HERMAN GEIGER-TOREL 
Set and Costume Designer LAWRENCE SCHAFER 
Lighting Designer W. A. RUSSELL 
CAST 
Cathva, Druid high-priest OSKAR RAULFS 
Conochar, High-King of Ullah DONALD YOUNG 
(Appearing by permission of Actors’ Equity Association) 
Fergus, his step-father, ex-High-King of Ullah DAVID GEARY 
Levercham, Deirdre’s nurse GENEVIEVE PERREAULT 
Deirdre, foundling girl, ward of Conochar (April 2, °I we ay LAN es. 
Naisi ERMANNO MAURO 
Ardan _— Princes of Ullah, the sons of Usnagh PAUL BROWN 
Asanlé (April 2, 5) THOMAS PARK 
(April 8) IAN GARRATT 
A Spy HERMAN ROMBOUTS 
A Fighter LLOYD DEAN 
Levercham’s Helpers MAIDA ROGERSON NANCY GREENWOOD 


ASDGHIG SHAKARIAN MARCELLE ZONTA 


As the music of each Act is continuous, the audience is requested 
not to applaud between scenes. 


ACT I 
Scene 1 The woods near the Red Branch House at Avan Macha 
Scene 2 Deirdre’s hut on Fuah mountain 
Scene 3 Naisi’s camp near the woods of Deirdre’s hut 

ACT II 


Scene 1 The woods near Deirdre’s hut 
Scene 2 A room in Deirdre’s hut 
ACT III 
Scene 1 Conochar’s Red Branch House at Avan Macha 
Scene 2 A rocky coast in Alba 
Scene 3 The woods near the Red Branch House at Avan Macha 
Scene 4 The same 


The legend of Deirdre and the Sons of Usnagh is from the saga of the Red Branch 
Knights of Ulster — an order of chivalry in the druidic pre-Christian era. The Red Branch 
House was at Avan Macha, or Emania, on the site of the present Navan Fort near Armagh, 
the city which is still the ecclesiastical aig of Ulster and of all Ireland. The Ulster of 
today, Northern Ireland, was then Ullah; the Scotland of today was Alba. 


The ruthless and ambitious Conochar — Conor-mac-Nessa — had been made king when 
his mother, Nessa, induced the old king, Fergus, as the price of marrying her, to abdicate in 
favour of her son. A druid prophesy had foretold the doom of Conochar and the fate of 
Naisi and his brothers, sons of Usnagh, through love of the foundling girl, Deirdre. The 
tragic fulfillment of that prophecy is the story of the opera. J. C. 
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